WVTRA BOARD MEETING MINUTES

APRIL 18, 2008

NELLA’S NH

ELKINS WV

Attendance:  Jeremiah Gagnon, President; Owen Walker, President Elect, Charlie Dixon, Past President; Bonnie Selbe, Secretary; Bill Oldaker, AD at Large; Liz Ranson.

President Jeremiah Gagnon opened the meeting.  Jeremiah thanked Bill Oldaker for holding the meeting at their facility.  Wendy Coe-Loftus unable to attend meeting gave Liz Ranson her proxy to vote.

Old Business: January 2008 Board meeting minutes approved with one correction.

New Business: Becky Berlin resigned from WVTRA Board as ATRA Rep due to commitments at work.

Membership Report: Carol Sinsel has not submitted an updated membership list.  We may have to find a new chair.  Jeremiah Gagnon will contact Carol Sinsel to determine her involvement with WVTRA Board.

Recruitment:  Bill Oldaker reported as of June 2008 NCAAP requires 32 CEUs every two years to maintain certification.  He will send letter to Activity Directors in his area about WVTRA conference in November 2008.

We need to get a list of Activity Directors from WV Health Care Authority.  Bonnie get a list from Danny Davis, administrator, Heartland of Charleston.

Treasurer’s report: Conference income: $2767.  Expenditures for conference: $3223.18 Certificate of Deposit matures 8/17/2008.  There are no financial records or receipts prior to 2006.  Roger Crookshank had an independent audit of the books when he was treasurer.  PO Box address was changed with a $2.00 refund, which Jeremiah Gagnon gave to Wendy Coe-Loftus.  Treasurer’s report accepted 5 yes 0 no.

Becky Berlin e-mailed a request in re of financial standing of WVTRA.  January Board meeting were minutes not posted to website.  Financial report not made in January 2008 Board meeting due to treasurer, Wendy Coe-Loftus having not received checkbook, receipts or banks statements from Sandra Bertosh.

Becky Berlin requested $5000.00 be donated to ATRA for the Medicare Reform Bill.  No motion made.  

Medicare Reform Bill is an important issue to Recreation Therapist.  Jeremiah Gagnon ask everyone to send letters to State Representatives.  Shelly Moore Capito finally signed on to support the Medicare Reform Bill.  The Medicare Reform Bill is not in Senate Appropriations.  Refer to the e-mails Becky Berlin sends membership for information on Bill number.  Send letters in reference to Senator Robert Byrd and Senator J. Rockefeller.  Both Senators are influential and can make a difference in getting support.  We need to write and call weekly.

Committee reports:  

Membership no report

VA no report

CTRS at Large no report.  Danny Petry apologized for not attending the January Board meeting.

Mental Health no report.

Conference report: Information for location and date are on WVTRA website.  Thank you Charlie Dixon for your hard work maintaining the website.  

Charlie Dixon, conference chair, requested conference fee be paid by WVTRA.  Conference fees do not include accommodations.  Two potential speakers, Carla Carmichael and Marsha Smith are 1 ½ to 3 hours away.  WVTRA members should not be compensated for presenting at conference.  It is your obligation to present at a conference.  Owen Walker stated he had never accepted compensation when presenting.

Suggestion for Long Term care issues, new guidelines for activity directors during survey.  Bonnie Selbe will talk with Anita Lorenzo, pharmacy consultant about presenting topic “psyche drugs in geriatric patients.” Owen Walker will contact someone from the VA to speak on Recreation Therapy in VA.  Projected budget for conference $1568 to $2000.  Mileage for guest speaker, conference rooms fee, miscellaneous, brochures.  Brochures should go out 1 ½ month prior to conference date November 5-7, 2008.  Brochures should be sent to Recreation Therapist in Washington, DC and Baltimore area since they are close to the Eastern Panhandle.

Does anyone have contact with WVAP (WV Activity Professionals)?  If we could combine WVTRA, WVAP, and WVPRA (WV Parks and Recreation Association) for conference it would be beneficial for all parties.  Suggestion made to concentrate on Activity Directors in the eastern panhandle to send brochures, since they would be more likely to attend.  WVAP holds a conference every year.

Ted Muilenburg requested $200.00 donation from WVTRA for WV Geri-Olympic Team USA to go to Prague, Czech Republic in October.  Owen made the motion to donate the $200. Bill Oldaker 2nd motion.  Vote 5 yes 0 nos.  

Request form will remain the same.  Member receiving the donation must provide a detailed post report within 2 months.  All active members are eligible to request donations for activities.  Bonnie Selbe made motion that in order to request donations, must be an active member for two (2) years.  Active member is anyone who has paid membership fees.  Vote 5 yes 0 nos.  

Jeremiah Gagnon ask Bonnie Selbe to draft a letter in behalf of WVTA to Ted Muilenburg notifying him of Board’s approval of his request and acknowledging his great job and WVTRA’s support of the Geri-Olympics.  The Board wished donation could be larger.  Jeremiah Gagnon granted Bonnie Selbe permission to sign his name to letter.

Changes to By-laws: 

Article II add Section 4 membership in good standing.





                Section 5 rights and privileges: Member must be in good standing.  Member previous two (2) years must meet requirements Section III above for grant requests.

Article IV: Offices

1. Affiliate:  Any affiliate would be on Board.

2. Add beginning at end of conference and end at end of calendar year.

Board:

1. Eliminate and add Branch affiliate.

Article VII:
 Duties of Officers:



 President nominates and must be approved by Board

Section II: President shall

Section III: President elect

Section IV: Add chair By-laws

Treasurer:  Independent audit change eliminate to independent audit.  All income and expenditures must be all checks and include all receipts.  Audit done each year by end of calendar year and submit to Board at 1st meeting.

VII:  Members at Large

        Eliminate Executive Director

VIII:  Vacancies: Nominate by President.  Board has to approve.

Section 8: Pre 1994 Bylaws President Elect: Vacancy – follow line of succession.  Eliminate references to four (4) months.  Election shall be part of annual election.

Section 9: Membership: Executive Director replace by affiliate.  Shall be voting members.

Section 10: Will become Section XI.  Change 50% majority of current voting members to quorum.

Committees:  A, B, C, D, F no changes.  Eliminate Education Committee



Add Section 2: ATRA Representative, SRAC Representative, 



Membership Committee.

Website Coordinator rather than Newsletter Editor.  Other membership needs as approved by the Board.



K) Website editor shall post and maintain website.  Take out



All other functions.



L) Students no change



AD HOC Committee




Certification Council.  Issue was voted on to be eliminated at annual conference.

Article 9:  Nominations



Section 1 no change



Section 2 no change



Section 3 no change



Section 10 no change



Section 11 change to quorum

Article 12: Eliminate special interests.  This article addressed affiliation Section 3.  Membership reference to Board

Amendments change add majority from current 2/3.

Liaison no change.

Owen Walker made motion to approve changes in By-Laws.  Bill Oldaker 2nd motion.  Motion carried 5 yes 0 nos.

Next Board meeting to be held at Heartland of Charleston June 20, 2008.

Meeting adjourned.

